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functions the drunken brawls, sometimes ending in murder,
which often disgrace the Christian feasts. In recent years
the crowds at Sedanayya are said to have been better be-
haved than formerly.
In the Lebanon there may be found some forty monas-
tic establishments under the sole control of the Maronite
patriarch, falling thus, like the Greek establishments, un-
der the category of the uncoordinated monasteries. Such
Maronite establishments, however, include fifteen nunneries,
the rest being episcopal seats, schools, etc. Where monks
are resident in these monasteries they belong individually
to one of the three orders, which were organized on a
Western basis in the eighteenth century, out of the exist-
ing monastic units. From the early days of Christianity,
hermits and coenobites, following the rule of Saint An-
thony, dwelt in the Lebanon. Later veritable monas-
teries were founded. When the first movement toward co-
ordination took place I have not ascertained, but it seems
probable that it was well under way when the Maronite
scholar of the eighteenth century, Germa'nus Farhat', as
a monk in the monastery of Mar Eltsha* organized the an-
cient rules into a constitution, later confirmed by the pope.
The first division among the monks of Saint Anthony was
made in 1700, when the sub-order of Mar Isha'ya (Isaiah)
was formed. The original body continued to bear the
name of the monks of Mount Lebanon till 1768, when they
were divided into the two orders of Aleppines (Halabi'yeh)
and Lebanese (Libnani'yeh or Beladi'yeh), sometimes called
the monks of Qozhay'ya, from their chief convent. The
monks of the three orders combined are said now to num-
ber some fifteen hundred. In the year 1890 about sixty
per cent of the total of one thousand one hundred and
sixty belonged to the Libnantyeh, twenty-six per cent to the
monks of Lsha'ya, and fourteen per cent to the Halabiyeh.1
Since the split in the Greek Church in 1724, the Greek
Catholics have organized three orders of monks called the
Mukhallasi'yeh (from their chief establishment, Deir~el«
1 See my article, "The Maronites/' op. dt., p. 322.

